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The Gifted Advisory Committee meeting was held on September 25, 2017 at 8:45 a.m. at the School Board 

Office, Fincastle, VA. The meeting was called to order at 8:43 a.m. by Keith Pennington.  

Welcome: 

Keith Pennington welcomed everyone to the meeting. He also advised that with the new committee 
officers taking their positions he would be taking a step back and the Committee Chair, Lorie Holter, would 
be taking more of a leadership role for the group.  

Introductions: 

Lorie Holter introduced herself to the group and then asked everyone to introduce themselves to the group 
and give their affiliation to the group. All group members present introduced themselves. 

Reports: 

Summer Enhancement 2017: 

Karen Busher reported on the trip to Fox Island taken by Middle School students. She took a group of 17 
this past summer. However, the program is changing and we may not be able to send groups in the near 
future. Middle School students also went on an action packed day trip to Mountain Lake where many fun 
and interactive activities were enjoyed by the students and teachers. Third through fifth grade students 
also had two summer day trip opportunities. One was to Monticello and Michie Tavern. The second was to 
the Museum of Natural Science in Martinsville. 

Summer Enhancement 2018: 

Possible opportunities for next summer could include a trip to the general assembly for fourth and fifth 
graders, something having to do with the Music Trail and/or the Motor Speedway and a possible trip to a 
Wildlife Rehab near Staunton. These are all ideas that are in developmental stages at this time. All ideas are 
welcome. However, some trips are cost dependent due to travel distance and the need to hire charter 
busses. Please bring ideas to the group. Also keep your eyes open for enrichment opportunities available at 
other locations. Anyone aware of opportunities can forward those to Susan Albert at the School Board 
Office and she can include those on the Gifted Education portion of the Botetourt County Schools’ Website 
as a courtesy for parents looking for opportunities for their children. The parent who was gathering these 
opportunities together has moved out of state. If anyone else would like to take on this project let the 
group know. Otherwise we will leave it open for everyone to pass along opportunities for now. 

Gifted Resource Teacher Update: 

The teachers reported that there is more STEM and pull-out being performed in the traditional classroom 
setting by the other teachers and these teachers are using the lesson plans that have been developed by 
the gifted resource teachers for this purpose. This is leaving the resource teachers to come up with new 
lesson plans for their Journey classes for the gifted students. The teachers also reported that they are 
having more students being identified as twice exceptional. There are several conferences coming up that 
teachers will be attending.  



Full Time Gifted Resource Teacher Position: 

The two middle schools are currently sharing a Gifted Resource Teacher (Daryl Hylton-Reynolds). This 
teacher is a regular faculty member at CAMS who Mr. McClung has agreed to ‘share’ with RMMS as a GFT 
part time. This teacher teaches her normal classes at CAMS during the morning hours every day. Two days 
per week she functions as a GRT for CAMS and three days per week she functions as a GRT for RMMS. Ms. 
Hylton-Reynolds advised the committee that by the time she does her planning after teaching her regular 
classes she only has about one period worth of time left to help out in advanced classes and that most of 
the classes she would normally help out in (like STEM Geometry) are taught when she is teaching her 
regular classes. She feels she is not able to properly serve the middle school gifted population in her part 
time position. After some discussion it was decided to go forward with pursuing a full time Gifted Resource 
Teacher position for the middle schools. The Chair of the Committee will touch base with the current 
teachers and speak with the middle school administrators to set some parameters for the proposed 
position. 

Governor’s School Slots: 

Roanoke Valley Governor’s School slots will open up as follows: 

6 Seniors graduating this year, 2 Seniors graduating next year, 9 Seniors graduating in two years, 9 Seniors 
graduating in 3 years 

Jackson River Governor’s School slots will open up as follows: 

0 Seniors graduating this year, 5 Seniors graduating next year 

After some discussion the committee decided to pursue funding for five more spots at Jackson River 
Governor’s School for Juniors next year. That way there would be five openings each year ongoing. The 
committee will also pursue ‘evening’ out the slots available each year at the Roanoke Valley Governor’s 
School. The Committee Chair also wants to pursue looking at equality in Governor’s School slots across the 
county. 

Proposals for School Board: 

As many committee members as possible need to try to attend the School Board meeting on the second 
Thursday of December when the Chair will present our proposals for funding to the Board. Following some 
discussion it was decided our priorities would be as follows: 

 1st Priority – Full time Gifted Resource Teacher for the Middle Schools 

 2nd Priority – Five Jackson River Governor’s School slots for next year 

 3rd Priority – making the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School slots more even as far as the number of 
slots available each year 

Parent Meeting: 

The first parent meeting of the year will be held at CAMS on October 26th at 6:30 pm. This meeting will 
focus on secondary students. 

Post meeting tour at BTEC:  

Following the meeting, committee members were invited to tour the new Engineering Lab and Computer 
Lab that are part of the STEM program now being housed at BTEC.  


